[Voice handicap evaluation after supracricoid partial laryngectomy].
The importance of patient self-impressions has been emphasized in determining the success of cancer treatment. The supracricoid partial laryngectomy (SCPL) is recognized as a suitable procedure for the treatment of T1b and T2 glottic carcinoma. The aim of this surgical procedure is the preservation of a physiologic phonation with optimal oncologic control. Measurements included Voice handicap Index (VHI), Voice Related Quality of'Life (VRQL), subjective (GRBAS) and objective analysis. evaluate voice problems after SCPL, provide correlations between patients' daily activities, VHI, and subjective evaluation of the dysphonia. 53 patients were assessed more than 1 year after SCPL. 26 patients, less than 60 years of age and professionally active were included. The mean age was 48 years (43 to 59 years). Eleven patients had professional activities in the communications industry requiring a compulsory daily use of their voices. 57.6% of the active patients underwent a cessation or an adaptation of their professional activities. The mean VHI was 52.22. It was respectively 36.3, 50.03 and 52.42 according to the grade 1, 2, 3 of dysphonia. Correlations between VHI and the time laps since intervention (p: 0.047). discontinuation of professional activities (p: 0.037), and grade of dysphonia (p: 0.049) were found. VHI allows an evaluation of the voice problems after SCPL. A significant impact on voice is reported after SCPL and may influence the patient's life, with potential disturbance of their professional activities. Potential post surgical voice impact must be considered when the therapeutic options are discussed.